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Message from the CEO

2025: The Year of Taking Back
Control Over Snowflake Costs

Snowflake has transformed the way businesses manage and scale
their data. But let's be real, while its effortless analytics solution
comes with an easy overspending problem. The result? Data
teams struggling to rein in costs, finance teams chasing
unpredictable budgets, and FinOps practitioners fighting a never-
ending battle against waste.

At Yuki, we believe that automation is the missing piece in
Snowflake FinOps. For too long, companies have relied on
dashboards, manual tuning, and best-effort optimization. But
visibility alone isn't enough. You need a system that acts in real-
time, adjusting warehouse sizes, optimizing query distribution, and
eliminating idle compute before those costs spiral.

Ido Arieli Noga
CEO
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In this guide, we break down the true cost of Snowflake
inefficiencies, and why traditional cost control methods are failing.

Weé'll cover:

¥ N

The biggest Snowflake How leading data teams Why manual FinOps is
cost traps hiding in are cutting 30-60% off broken - and how
your environment. their Snowflake bills. automation is the future.

“Snowflake is powerful, but without the right guardrails, it
becomes a black hole for budgets. It's time to rethink how we
manage data costs, not with more reports, but with automated,

proactive optimization.

Let’s take back control”
Ido Arieli Noga, Co-Founder & CEO of Yuki
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1. Introduction:
Why Snowflake Optimization Matters More
Than Ever in 2025

Snowflake is everywhere. From early-stage startups to Fortune 500s, it's become the go-to platform for
data teams that want scale, speed, and simplicity.

But here’s the catch: Snowflake makes it easy to start - and just as easy to overspend.

In 2025, Snowflake spend is growing faster than data teams can control. Credit consumption is exploding.
FinOps teams are overwhelmed. And while Snowflake's flexibility is unmatched, it often leads to
inefficiency.

The result? Wasted credits, bloated ingestion pipelines, hidden cloud service charges, and idling
warehouses burning through your budget.

We wrote this guide to change that.

Whether you're a data engineer, a FinOps lead, or a head of platform, this is your no-fluff, hands-on manual
for getting your Snowflake usage under control - without sacrificing performance.

Let's dive in.

2. Understanding Snowflake Compute

How Snowflake Really Works - and Why It's
Easy to Overspend

Snowflake doesn’t charge by the query, the row, or the amount of data scanned. Instead, its pricing model
is built around how your platform operates.

And that's why it's so easy to overspend without realizing it.

There are three primary billing categories in Snowflake - plus a few additional services that can sneak up
on you.

1. Compute: Warehouses = Your Primary Cost Driver

Every time you run a query, it's executed by a virtual warehouse - an independent compute cluster that
scales from X-SMALL to 6X-LARGE.

Each size level costs exponentially more than the last.
You're billed by the second while a warehouse is active - whether it's running queries or just sitting idle.
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Key warehouse behaviors:

* Warehouses don't share memory, cache, or workload

¢ Minimum Billing Period = 1 minute

¢ Warehouses suspend and resume independently

* Queries don't queue across warehouses

* Bigger doesn’t always mean faster - but it always means more expensive

Example: A 2XL warehouse burns 32 credits/hour. Run it for 10 minutes ~5.3 credits, or ~$16. Run that
hourly for a month? Over $11,500 for a single workload.

2. Cloud Services: The Invisible Cost Multiplier

Snowflake's Cloud Services Layer handles everything around the query:

» Parsing, planning, and optimizing

Metadata and information schema access

Authentication, result caching, and user/session management
* Warehouse spin-up and orchestration

These services are billed per second and scale with overall system activity, not the size of
individual queries.

3. Storage

Snowflake charges ~$23 per compressed TB/month for storage. On the surface, that seems cheap - but over
time, accumulated waste becomes expensive:

« Forgotten internal stages

¢ Old transient tables

¢ Over-retained Time Travel data

e Redundant dev/test environments

Inefficient file formats (CSV, JSON instead of Parquet)

Storage is the quiet cost that grows in the background - and often goes unnoticed until it's out of control.

Also Worth Noting: Serverless Features

Snowflake also offers serverless services like Snowpipe, Tasks, and Cortex. You don't provision compute for
these, but they still consume resources under the hood - and you're charged based on usage.

We won't go deep on them in this guide, but if you use them heavily, keep an eye on their contribution to
both compute and cloud services spend.

Why This Matters

You don't pay for what your queries do.
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You pay for:

¢ How long your warehouses run
* How many background operations happen
¢ How much data sits in storage - whether it's used or not

Understanding this model is the first step. The rest of this guide is about how to us that knowledge to take
control.

3. The Ingestion Trap
Ingestion is where your Snowflake journey begins

Ingestion is where your Snowflake journey begins - and where inefficiencies start to snowball. Whether you're
using Fivetran, Airbyte, custom scripts, or third-party pipelines, ingestion can silently drain your budget if not
configured with care.

What Goes Wrong

+ Overly frequent ingestion - Micro-batches every minute may seem real-time, but the cost adds up
fast, especially if the data isn't being queried that frequently.

+ Oversized warehouses - Many teams use medium or large warehouses for ingestion out of habit or
caution, even when the workload would comfortably run on x-small.

» Idle compute - Ingestion jobs often run on a schedule, meaning warehouses sit idle between jobs but
still incur charges.

« Transforming during ingestion - Using ingestion pipelines to run lightweight transformations (like
renaming columns or basic type casting) means you're paying compute costs that could be offloaded
to more efficient stages.

Here's how to avoid the ingestion trap:

+ Re-evaluate ingestion frequency - If you're using Snowpipe or similar services, ask: do we really need
updates every few seconds? Increasing the interval between notifications can yield massive cost
savings with little to no functional downside.

¢ Consolidate batch runs - If your business can tolerate slight delays, move from minute-level micro-
batches to 15- or 30-minute intervals. You'll reduce compute startup overhead and take advantage of
Snowflake’s performance optimizations on larger batches.

» Right-size your warehouse - Start with x-small for ingestion and scale only if performance demands it.
In most cases, x-small is enough to load millions of rows in seconds.

« Use COPY INTO wisely - Prefer COPY INTO for file-based ingestion (e.g., S3, GCS, Azure Blob) instead
of looping inserts. It's faster, more cost-efficient, and enables parallel loading.

o Turn off auto-suspend paranoia - Make sure auto-suspend is enabled (set to 60 seconds or less) and
auto-resume is on. Many ingestion tools handle resume delays just fine, and leaving warehouses
always-on is an unnecessary cost.
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« Decouple transformations from ingestion - Push basic transformations (column renames, type
casting, timestamp parsing) into Snowflake-native SQL or leverage staging tables to separate
ingestion from processing.

+ Avoid ingestion-stage clustering - Unless absolutely necessary, don't cluster tables during ingestion.

It slows down load times and increases compute costs. Use Snowflake’s automatic clustering later in
the pipeline if needed.

4. The Cloud Services Tax
You didn't see it coming until you get that invoice.

Cloud Services costs in Snowflake are like the “tax” on every interaction you make. They aren't tied to
compute directly, but they show up whenever you use the system, not just when you run queries.

What Are Cloud Services Charges?

Cloud Services cover the non-compute tasks that Snowflake performs to run your workloads:

» Metadata operations (e.g., table stats, file listings)

¢ Query parsing, planning, and optimization

¢ Authentication and session management

¢ Result caching and warehouse orchestration

* Information Schema queries and introspection tools

These tasks don’t run in your warehouse - but they consume credits, and they scale with activity, not data
volume.

What Causes Spikes?

« Short, frequent queries - Tools like Metabase, Looker, or Tableau often send dozens (or hundreds) of
small queries per dashboard refresh.

+ High warehouse churn - Resuming and suspending warehouses every 30—60 seconds may seem
efficient, but the overhead on Snowflake’s control plane is steep.

¢ Overuse of INFORMATION_SCHEMA - Repeated queries to information_schema.query_history or
tables can rack up costs, especially when automated scripts poll them frequently.

+ Excessive metadata lookups - Listing external files or querying SHOW commands programmatically
causes control plane effort, which translates into Cloud Services spend.

How to Reduce Cloud Services Spend (and Why It Works)

Cloud Services credits are consumed by Snowflake’s control plane to handle operations that support
queries - like parsing, planning, metadata access, authentication, and result management. Unlike compute
usage, these operations aren’t warehouse-bound and scale with system activity, not data volume.

| yllki 8



Here's how to reduce these charges and why it actually works:
1. Consolidate Queries in Bl Tools

Every query - no matter how light - requires parsing, optimization, and metadata checks. When BI
dashboards send dozens of small queries per refresh (often on page load or with unnecessary filters), each
one triggers Cloud Services overhead.

= Reducing the number of queries = fewer control plane operations.

What to do: Optimize dashboards to use fewer tiles, avoid filters that re-trigger queries, and eliminate
unused widgets. Tools like Looker and Metabase allow setting refresh intervals or caching at the dashboard
level.

2. Reduce Warehouse Churn

Each time a warehouse is resumed, Snowflake performs authentication, token exchange, planning warm-up,
and orchestration work - charged to Cloud Services.

= High suspend/resume frequency = repetitive Cloud Services usage.

What to do: Use platforms like Yuki that route multiple workloads to already-running warehouses.
Instead of spinning up a new warehouse for each workload or user, Yuki consolidates activity into fewer,
busier warehouses - minimizing resume operations and the associated overhead.

3. Use Result Caching Intelligently

Snowflake automatically caches query results for 24 hours, including metadata and query plans. When the
same query runs again (with no table updates), Snowflake can skip parsing and optimization.

= Cache hits = near-zero Cloud Services cost.

What to do: Encourage dashboard tools and scripts to reuse queries, avoid SELECT *, and avoid including
unnecessary CURRENT_TIMESTAMP or RANDOMI() functions that break cache eligibility.

4. Materialize Repeated Metadata Queries

INFORMATION_SCHEMA and ACCOUNT_USAGE views are powerful but costly. Repeated queries to
query_history, table_storage_metrics, etc., often run on schedules (e.g., for observability dashboards) and
consume metadata and parsing resources each time.

= Polling metadata = persistent Cloud Services usage.

What to do: Run these queries less frequently (e.g., every hour), store the results in a table, and point
dashboards at that materialized data instead of querying live every few minutes.
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5. Avoid Excessive Metadata Operations

Operations like SHOW FILES, LIST @stage, or scanning external directories cause Snowflake to interact
with object stores and index files - counting toward Cloud Services.

= Frequent metadata scans = direct control plane cost.

What to do: Batch external stage operations, limit recursive scans, and avoid building workflows that run
LIST on every job cycle unless absolutely necessary.

6. Combine Small Queries Where Possible

Running many small queries (e.g., SELECT COUNT(*) for 20 tables) instead of one combined query adds
unnecessary parsing and planning.

= Fach query invokes Cloud Services - individually.

What to do: Rewrite logic to use fewer, combined queries. For example, UNION together multiple checks
in one SQL statement where feasible.

By understanding that Cloud Services charges are driven by activity, not warehouse time, you can target
exactly where those costs come from - and eliminate the waste.

And you don’t have to audit these issues by hand.

Yuki applies these best practices automatically. We reduce unnecessary warehouse orchestration by
consolidating workloads, stabilize query patterns to minimize control plane load.

Get a free cost analysis

Take 5 minutes to learn how much money you
can save on your Snowflake account.

I'm Intrested

O

5. Idle Time & Auto Suspend

The Silent Killer: Idle Time

Idle warehouses are one of the most common - and costly - sources of waste in Snowflake. They're
deceptively easy to overlook, especially when warehouses are small and workloads are intermittent.

Even a X-SMALL warehouse costs money for every second it runs. If it's sitting idle for 2 minutes between
queries, those are billable seconds with zero return. And if you have multiple warehouses doing this in
parallel? That waste adds up fast.
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What Makes It Worse

¢ Auto-Suspend Delays
If your auto-suspend setting is too high (e.g., 5 minutes), you're paying for minutes of idle time
between bursts of activity.
That might not seem like much - until you realize how often it happens across multiple warehouses.
+ Concurrency Scaling Can Backfire
When Snowflake automatically spins up additional clusters to handle load, those clusters stay active
for at least 60 seconds, even if your queries only took 5 seconds.

= You just paid for 55 seconds of idle compute.

o Stop/Start Overhead

Over-correcting by aggressively stopping and starting warehouses introduces other issues - like cloud
services overhead (as discussed earlier) and slower response times for users.

Idle Time & Auto-Suspend Best Practices (and Why They Work)

¢ Set Auto-Suspend Between 15-60 Seconds
This is the sweet spot for most workloads. It gives Snowflake enough time to keep the warehouse
warm for back-to-back queries, without racking up unnecessary idle time. According to Snowflake
documentation, the shorter the idle window, the less waste.

¢ Use WAREHOUSE_METERING_HISTORY to Track Idle Time

This table gives insight into how much of your warehouse runtime was active vs. idle.
= | ook for low utilization rates and long idle periods - they're your red flags.

» Avoid Aggressive Stop/Start Unless Necessary

Frequent start/stop cycles can introduce latency and spike cloud services charges. For sporadic
workloads, it's often cheaper to stay warm for a short period rather than restarting repeatedly.

¢ Use Multi-Cluster Warehouses Only When Needed

Multi-cluster mode is powerful - but expensive if misused. Each additional cluster adds potential idle
time and resource costs.

= Snowflake will not terminate a secondary cluster mid-second; it always rounds up to full minutes
of billing.

How Yuki Automatically Eliminates Idle Time Waste

Yuki is built to detect and eliminate idle time waste automatically. The Yuki Snowflake Optimization
Platform automatically consolidates queries and right-sizes warehouses based on actual workload
patterns, empowering Data Teams and Finance to extract maximum value from their Snowflake
investment without manual intervention.

Instead of relying on aggressive suspend policies, Yuki proactively routes incoming queries to already-
active warehouses - consolidating usage to avoid spinning up new compute unless necessary. For
concurrency spikes, Yuki tracks real-time usage and intelligently holds off scaling unless workloads are
sustained - avoiding Snowflake’s 60-second minimum penalty for bursty clusters.
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The result: less idle time, fewer wasted seconds, and lower compute bills - without your team needing
to micromanage warehouse settings.

Optimizing idle time is one of the easiest wins in Snowflake - but also one of the most overlooked.
With tools like Yuki, it's handled behind the scenes, so you don’t need to choose between
responsiveness and efficiency.

Ready to take control of your Snowflake costs? Learn more about how the right optimization tools can
transform your data environment by reading our full guide on The Best Snowflake Optimization Tools.

6. The Storage lllusion:

Why “Cheap” Doesn't Mean Free

Snowflake's storage pricing is one of the reasons teams adopt it so quickly. At ~$23 per TB/month
(compressed), it feels like a non-issue.

But here’s the problem: storage cost doesn't grow linearly - it accumulates silently.

If you don't actively manage your storage footprint, you're paying for:

¢ Cold, unused data

¢ Long-lived transient tables

¢ Unmanaged stages

« Multiple historical versions of the same table
¢ Data that shouldn't even be in Snowflake

And at scale - across dev, prod, and staging environments - it adds up quickly.
Where Storage Costs Hide

1. Time Travel and Fail-safe Retention

* Snowflake keeps historical versions of data for up to 90 days depending on your settings.

+ That means deleted or updated data isn't really gone.

« Fail-safe (7-day fixed) cannot be disabled, but Time Travel retention can be reduced per
table.

Tip: For staging or ETL intermediate tables, reduce Time Travel to 1 day (or even 0).

2. Transient and Temporary Tables Still Cost You

e Temporary tables disappear when sessions end.
¢ But transient tables stick around - and many teams forget to clean them up.
« If they're not purged regularly, they accumulate data and costs just like permanent tables.

Tip: Use automated jobs to clean up transient tables older than X days.

£ yuki
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3. Uncompressed or Poorly Compressed Data

» Snowflake charges based on compressed size, so inefficient file formats (like CSV or
JSON) cost more than Parquet, ORC, or columnar formats.
» Poor schema design (wide rows, nested objects) can also bloat size.

Tip: Store large or archival datasets in external stages (S3/Blob) using columnar formats. Use external
tables if direct querying is needed.

4. Staging Areas and Unused Data Files

« Many data pipelines use internal stages (e.g., @%table) to land files before ingestion.
¢ These stages are not auto-cleaned.
¢ |It's common to find GBs or TBs of leftover data from old workflows.

Tip: Set up lifecycle policies or scheduled jobs to clean unused staged files.

« Many enterprises duplicate entire schemas for dev/test environments.
« If they're not periodically refreshed or cleaned, you're storing multiple TBs of unused,
outdated data.

Tip: Use zero-copy cloning for non-production environments and drop them when not in use.

Storage Optimization Checklist

Optimization Area

Recommendation

Time Travel Settings

Minimize retention to 1 day for ETL and intermediate tables

Transient Tables

Implement auto-purge for transient tables older than 7-30 days

Internal Stages

Automatically clean out unused staged files

Data Formats

Use Parquet or ORC instead of CSV/JSON whenever possible

Environment Sprawl

Leverage zero-copy clones and drop them when they are no longer needed

Historical Tables

Archive old snapshots externally rather than within Snowflake

Why This Matters

Storage isn't the biggest line item - but it's the easiest to ignore, and over time, it snowballs. Just 20TB of
poorly managed data is $460/month, or $5,500/year - and that's before Time Travel overhead.

In a multi-team enterprise, you're likely paying for storage no one even knows exists.

Optimization isn't about cutting corners. It's about cleaning up after yourself, designing with intent, and
ensuring Snowflake stores only what you need - nothing more.

£ yuki

13




7. Snowflake Join Optimization:

6 Proven Ways to Cut Query Costs

Poorly optimized joins are the #1 reason for rising Snowflake costs and sluggish dashboard performance.

Whether you're scanning too much data, moving it inefficiently between nodes, or using join types that
block the optimizer - your compute bill is taking the hit.

This guide covers 6 join optimization strategies (beginner to intermediate level) that reduce compute
overhead without changing query logic or business workflows. Plus, we'll show you how to automate the
entire process using Yuki's plug-and-play optimization layer.

« Many data pipelines use internal stages (e.g., @%table) to land files before ingestion.
* These stages are not auto-cleaned.
¢ |It's common to find GBs or TBs of leftover data from old workflows.

You want to:

¢ Reduce the number of partitions scanned
¢ Shrink intermediate result sizes
¢ Reuse cached data across queries

Strategy #1: Clustering Keys on Join Columns

Clustering helps Snowflake co-locate related rows in adjacent micro-partitions. This allows for better
pruning and less data scanned during joins.

When to use:

e Tables > 1TB
« Common filters or joins on date, customer_id, etc.

Pro Tip: Use 1-3 high-cardinality columns.

Example:

C/C++

SELECT SYSTEM$CLUSTERING_INFORMATION('MY_DB.MY_SCHEMA MY_TABLE");

£ yuki
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Strategy #2: Search Optimization Service (SOS)

SOS improves lookup performance on columns with low cardinality by indexing their values. It skips
irrelevant partitions entirely.

When to use:

« Enterprise Edition only
+ Small dimension tables with selective filters or joins

Example:

C/C++

ALTER TABLE sales ADD SEARCH OPTIMIZATION ON EQUALITY(product_id);

Note: This adds serverless compute cost, so benchmark your queries before/after.
Want to learn more about how Snowflake SOS works? Check out our SOS guide.

Strategy #3: Push Filters Before Joins (CTEs)

Snowflake's optimizer does predicate pushdown, but writing your query to filter before joining can reduce
intermediate data size.

Example:

C/C++

WITH filtered_orders AS (
SELECT * FROM orders WHERE order_date >= '2025-01-01'

)

SELECT o.*, c.name

FROM filtered_orders o

JOIN customers c ON o.customer_id = c.customer_id;

Strategy #4: Minimize Data Movement
Data movement between compute nodes is expensive. To reduce it:

¢ Avoid SELECT *; project only needed columns
« Join on narrow columns (e.g. INT, not long VARCHAR)
¢ Pre-filter tables before joins with WHERE or CTEs

This ensures Snowflake only transfers what's necessary between nodes.

£ yuki
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Strategy #5: Use Materialized Views for Frequent Joins
Materialized Views precompute join results and keep them fresh in the background.
When to use:

« Static or slowly changing tables
» Repeated joins (e.g., in dashboards)

Tip: Watch for MV maintenance costs. Always validate with EXPLAIN and Query Profile.

Strategy #6: Leverage Caching (Result & Data Cache)

Result Cache:

e Lasts 24h
» Triggered only when SQL text is identical and source data hasn’t changed
« Bills zero credits when hit

C/C++

ALTER SESSION SET USE_CACHED_RESULT = TRUE; -- default

Look for RESULT CACHE operator in Query Profile.

Data Cache:

¢ Livesinlocal SSD of the warehouse
¢ Lost when warehouse is suspended

Best practice: Reuse the same warehouse across bursts of queries to keep cache hot.

Yuki Advantage: Yuki automatically routes workloads to the minimum number of active
warehouses, keeping data hot longer, reducing warehouse churn, and improving cache hit
rates - all without extra credit spend.

Bonus: Advanced Join Optimizations

Range Joins: Replace range-based joins with bucketed equi-joins when possible. Helps
eliminate the RangeJoin operator which is expensive.

Anti-Joins: Use NOT EXISTS instead of LEFT JOIN ... IS NULL. Add PRIMARY KEY/FOREIGN
KEY constraints with RELY for join elimination.

Cross Joins: Always specify a join condition. Consider breaking down multi-way joins into
smaller steps or use lateral joins.
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Monitoring & Profiling

+ Use Query Profile to inspect join types, data movement, and caching.

e Track SYSTEM$CLUSTERING_INFORMATION for partition overlap.

e Use ACCOUNT_USAGE.QUERY_HISTORY for credit usage, bytes scanned, and
percentage from cache.

Data bottlenecks slowing you down? Learn how to optimize your joins and speed up your
Snowflake queries with our best practices guide.

8. FinOps for Snowflake
This Isn't About Visibility - It's About Control

In large Snowflake environments, waste doesn't come from one place - it comes from everywhere. A 10-
minute query on a 2X-LARGE warehouse costs $8.40. Run that hourly, and you're spending over
$6,000/month - on a single workload.

Now imagine that happening across multiple teams, in multiple environments, with zero coordination or
cost discipline. That's the reality in most enterprise Snowflake deployments today.

FinOps for Snowflake isn't just a reporting layer - it's a discipline. A way to operationalize financial
accountability across every data decision: architecture, ingestion frequency, user behavior, and platform
operations. Because when no one owns cost, everyone contributes to it.

=Real Problems Enterprises Face

1. Use Cases That Don't Reflect Business Value

You're running ingestion and transformation jobs every 5 minutes - just because you can. But does the
business really need fresh data that often? The cost of these micro-batches adds up quickly, and the ROI
is rarely questioned.

2. Dozens of Underutilized Warehouses

Enterprise environments often have 30, 50, even 100+ warehouses - many created ad hoc for “just one
use case.” They're oversized, underutilized, and rarely shut down on time. The result? Massive idle time and
orphaned compute spend.

3. Unrestricted Access to Premium Resources

Users are running queries on XL or 2XL warehouses without realizing the cost. Worse: teams don't know
which workloads even need that scale. One user testing a 10-minute query on 2XL? That's $8.40 per run, or
$252/day if run hourly. Multiply that by dozens of users, and you're bleeding money.

4. Lack of Guardrails and Cost Culture
Without enforced limits, users choose convenience over efficiency. There are no caps on credit usage, no
policies for query cost reviews, and no automated feedback loops to guide better decisions.

5. Visibility Without Action
Many enterprises have dashboards showing usage and spend - but they lack automation and
accountability. Knowing where the money goes is not the same as controlling it.
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9. The Solution
From Chaos to Control

If you've made it this far, you've already seen the cracks. Runaway costs. Dozens of underutilized
warehouses. Business logic running every 10 minutes whether it needs to or not. Teams operating in silos.
No cost guardrails. You don’t need another dashboard. And you certainly don't have the time to manually
fix this - you need a system that acts.

That's where Yuki comes in.

Yuki is the automation layer that turns FinOps from a concept into a control system. It doesn't just observe

- it intervenes. It reroutes, right-sizes, scales down, and shuts off - in automated real time. It makes cost
efficiency the default, not the exception.

» Consolidates query loads to reduce warehouse sprawl and idle compute

* Routes queries to the smallest viable compute based on real-time performance and workload needs
¢ Prevents idle time by automatically suspending unused warehouses before they quietly burn credits
» Throttles concurrency scaling to avoid expensive multi-cluster spin-ups for short-lived spikes

» Detects and auto-corrects inefficient patterns, such as over-frequent ingestion, underutilized
compute, or oversized warehouse usage

« Creates guardrails around resource access. Teams may request a 2XL, but that doesn't mean they
need one. Yuki acts as a watchdog, blocking or rerouting requests to high-cost resources when

cheaper options would deliver the same result - enforcing platform discipline without slowing the
business down.

This isn't a dashboard. It's a live optimization and enforcement engine, constantly working behind the
scenes to keep your spend under control.

Manual Optimization Doesn’t Scale

Manual optimization sounds reasonable - until you try it at scale.

Think about it. Do you really have time to regularly:

Review query logs

Tweak warehouse sizes

Tune auto-suspend windows

Explain cost overruns at the end of the month

And even when you catch inefficiencies, you're reacting to damage that'’s already been done. Manual
FinOps is operational debt. The more your platform grows, the more it breaks.
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Automation Is No Longer Optional

Snowflake gives you infinite scale - and without guardrails, infinite ways to overspend.
Most enterprise teams don't have the time or headcount to constantly monitor workloads, prevent
misconfigurations, and manage permissions across dynamic warehouse usage.

That's why automation is no longer a luxury - it's a requirement.
And Yuki is the system purpose-built to automate Snowflake FinOps.

Manual vs. Yuki: What the Shift Looks Like

Criteria Manual Optimization
Setup Endless tuning, trial and error One connection string change
Speed Human-paced Real-time

Cost Savings Inconsistent, reactive Continuous & compounding
Control Manual policies Enforced guardrails + overrides
Engineering Time High Near-zero

Risk High, hard to track Proactively prevented

Conclusion: From Awareness to Action

By now, the picture should be clear.

Snowflake gives your data teams unmatched flexibility, speed, and scale - but it also opens the door to
complexity, waste, and financial risk if left unmanaged.

You've seen the traps:

* Ingestion pipelines running every minute without business justification

¢ Warehouses sitting idle for hours, or spinning up unnecessarily

¢ Bl tools triggering hundreds of metadata-heavy queries

¢ High-cost resources granted to anyone with access - and no guardrails in place
¢ Dashboards that show the problem, but no system in place to act on it

And perhaps the most dangerous part? It doesn’t look like a problem at first. Snowflake runs smoothly. The
dashboards load. The jobs finish. But beneath the surface, you're bleeding credits.

Manual optimization can't keep up. Cost reviews once a month aren’t enough. Tuning warehouses by hand
doesn't scale.

FinOps isn't just a visibility challenge - it's an operational responsibility. And like any critical system, it
requires automation, enforcement, and resilience built in from the ground up.

That's exactly what Yuki delivers.
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It's not just another observability tool. It's a real-time optimization engine, watchdog, and cost control layer
- designed specifically for Snowflake. One connection string, and Yuki starts routing queries, right-sizing
compute, preventing waste, and enforcing guardrails so your team doesn't have to.

If your Snowflake environment is growing, you need to control it before it controls your budget.

Yuki helps you run lean, fast, and focused - at any scale.

Curious about how much you could save on Snowflake costs? Get a Free Cost Analysis and discover how
Yuki can optimize your environment without manual tuning. Book your free analysis now!

Yuki understands
your data costs

Get a Free Analysis

CAyuki
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